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tive importance of the revenue and political branches
of the service were continually changing, and new
arrangements had to be made, as experience accumu-
lated, for the discharge of their duties.

This was usually done by Regulations which pro-
vided that such and such officers should discharge the
duties of such other officers ; that a Judge of Session,
for instance, should have the powers of a Commis-
sioner of Circuit. In order to understand the effect
of provisions of this sort, it is necessary to know the
whole history of the judicial and fiscal organization of
the government at every successive period. This
produced a state of things of which the intricacy may
be understood by any one who has been accustomed
to try to discover precisely the meaning of old laws in
relation to a new state of things. No one understood
the Regulations; they were practically known either
by rule of thumb, or by compendiums and digests,
which were published from time to time under the
authority of Government, and of which Clark's Regu-
lations were the latest. Complete copies of the
Regulations were so rare, that I do not think I ever
saw one.

The strongest instance I can give of their intricacy
and obscurity is to be found in the fact that it was
discovered, in 1871 that nearly every criminal trial
which had taken place in Bengal and the North-
West Provinces since 1829 was irregular, no court
during all that time having had proper jurisdiction to
try the more serious class of offenders. If this had
been discovered in the progress of some case in which